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* = Response is required  

Please address these questions relative to course-level and program-level outcomes 
assessment. If you would like to attach supplemental documents, exit this form and use 
the "Attachments" button (bottom left-hand corner).  

* 1. What Outcomes/Courses were assessed in 2016/17?  

The History Program assessed the Critical Thinking in reading history Course Learning 

Outcome (CLO), during AY 2016/17. 

All courses offered during AY 2016/17 were assessed.  That included:  History 100/101, 

105/106, 109/110, 115A/115B, 120/121, 123, 130, 141/142, 150/151, 154, and 

175.  History 131/132 are offered only intermittently, including during AY 

2017/18.  Accordingly, both of these courses will assess on the Critical Thinking CLO, during 

this current year. 

* 2. What venues for discussion of outcomes assessment did your program have?  
The initial discussion about outcomes assessment was just prior to the Fall Department 

Meeting, on 19 August 2017.  Subsequent dialog followed in face-to-face conversations and 

email exchanges, during the Fall and Spring Semesters.  

* 3. What have these assessments revealed about your courses/program?  
The courses in the History Program that were assessed on the Critical Thinking CLO, during 

AY 2016/17 met our stated goal of 70 percent satisfactory-level performance, both by 

course and in the aggregate.  

* 4. What do you plan to do with these results? Next steps?  
Students' Critical Thinking in reading history has been assessed at 70%, an acceptable 

level.  During AY 2015/16 and 2016/17, that figure exceeds our History Program's Success 

Rate (69%) by only 1%--which difference falls within a standard statistical margin of error. 

Going forward, we will examine strategies for raising the 69% Success Rate, as well, to the 

70% level.  Certainly we anticipate that the hiring of two new world historians, for Fall 

Semeter 2018, will increase the possibilities for students to have sustained contact with 

their instructors, a crucial variable in promoting student success.  There is, however, a 

caveat:  History Program courses have only Engl 101 advisories; we have 

no prerequisite limiting the pool of students enrolling in our history classes.  So our 

intentions remain only aspirational.   



* 5. Based on your assessments, have you identified any resource needs? Explain.  

Short-term:  We look forward to the hiring of two new Assistant Professors of History to 

offer courses in World History and select subfields.  Anticipated hiring by Fall 2018. 

Longer-term:  With approaching retirements of two more historians (one in US and one in 

World), we will have a need to hire at least two additional tenure-track historians, within the 
next few years.  

Faculty evaluations, feedback from student evaluations, internal discussions, and anecdotal 

evidence, complemented by professional literature affirms that, while adjunct instructors 

carry much of our teaching load and endeavor to provide support for our students, their 

routines of perpetual motion between colleges and their heavy teaching loads on which 

they subsist prevent their providing the more comprehensive support that our tenure-line 

faculty are able to offer, given their extensive time on campus and focus on this 

college.  Improving the ratio of tenure-line faculty to adjunct instructors is crucial to 

improving student success, persistence, and completion. 

  

  

  

  

* 6. What are your assessment plans (course/program) for 2017-18?  
The History Program will assess the Communication CLO, as in writing and speaking about 

topics in history.  Sections of all courses offered in Fall 2017 or Spring 2018 will be 

assessed.  Since Hist 151A and Hist 115B next will be offered during AY 2018/19, those two 

courses will be assessed at that time.  

* 7. Are you on target with your assessment schedule?  
Yes  

If No, what plans do you have to get the assessment process on schedule?  
No answer specified  

8. Any other comments? (optional)  
No answer specified  


